
 

 

Guide to Adjudication 

 

Adjudication is a quick, inexpensive dispute resolution procedure.  

 

Contractors undertaking construction operations have a right to refer disputes to 
adjudication either under the contract under which they work or by the implication of 
a statutory right to adjudicate. 

 

Adjudication requires careful preparation as the rules that govern adjudication are 
complicated and the interpretation of the rules is constantly developing as the result 
of the conflict between Employer and Employee fought in adjudications and courts 

 

Adjudications are very simple in form: 

 

The Referring Party serves a “Notice of Adjudication” on the “Responding Party” 
setting out a dispute between the parties and the remedy to be sought from an 
adjudicator. 

 

On the service of the Notice of Adjudication the Referring Party applies for the 
nomination of an adjudicator to an independent nominating body (unless the contract 
provides for a named adjudicator). There is a fee to pay to the nominating body for its 
nomination of an adjudicator. 

 

The adjudicator is appointed and both the adjudicator and the Responding Party is 
served with the detailed claim, “The Referral” within 7 days of the date of the Notice 
of Adjudication. 

 

The adjudicator will direct the Responding Party to file is Response (its defence) to 
the Referral and will usually allow 7 days for it to do so. 

 



The adjudicator will generally allow the Referring Party a short period after the 
service of the Response for the Referring Party to file a “Reply” to the Response. 

 

It is unusual for an adjudicator to hold a hearing and most adjudications are dealt 
with by the adjudicator on the submissions made by the parties and the party’s 
responses to any questions the adjudicator may have for the parties after reading the 
parties submissions. 

The adjudicator is required to reach his decision and publish his award within 28 
days of his appointment. That period can be extended by 14 days by the Referring 
Party and by both parties by a further 14 days. 

 

The adjudicator will publish his award to both parties and will generally require 
payment of any sums awarded to the Referring Party within 7 days of the publication 
of his award. 

 

The adjudicator will charge for his time and will apportion his costs between the 
parties according to their relative success. 

 

Unless they have agreed otherwise in writing neither party can claim its legal costs 
from the other whether or not they succeed in the adjudication. 

 

C E Law has conducted over 200 adjudications since adjudications were introduced 
in 1998. We now offer adjudications on a fixed costs basis to ensure our clients are 
aware of the costs of adjudication before they decide whether or not to take 
adjudication proceedings. 

 

If you would like to discuss adjudication or whether it can assist you please call David 
Jackson on 0800 107 1960. 


